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Presentation Resources

The following individuals have been identified as having considerable experience in pre-
senting character education keynote workshops and seminars. They have offered their
services o New Jersey Schools.

Charlie Abourjilie, Character Educator, High School Teacher/Coach and Author
Guilford County Schools

120 Franklin Boulevard

Greensboro, NC 27101

Phone (336) 378-8800 Fax (336) 370-2320

Also: Character Development Group

P.O. Box 9211

Chapel Hill, NC 27515-9211

Contact Person: Dixon Smith Phone (919) 967-2110

Phone (919) 967-2110 Fax (919) 967-2139

E-mail: respect96@aol.com Web-site: http://CharacterEducation.com

Presentation: Character Development Group is proud to offer some of the most knowledge-
able, experienced and entertaining speakers in character education. All of our presenters
are experienced educators who have authored books on character education and will pro-
vide insight and a wealth of techniques to assist your school or organization in creating a
climate of character.

Mary C. Aranha, Keynote/Presenter/Consultant

7505 Blanford Drive

Fort Washington, MD 20744-3306

Phone (301) 248-8040 Fax (301) 265-9173

E-mail: maryaranha@aol.com Web-site: http://www.msde.state.md.us

Presentation: Motivating and interactive presentation from a practitioner is designed for
the administrators and teaching staff. Participants will learn background information,
practical school-wide and classroom strategies, parent involvement and community connec-
tions for implementing and integrating character education in the daily operation of the
school as well as into the existing curriculum.
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The Miss America Organization
2 Ocean Way, Suite 1000
Atlantic City, NJ 08401

Phone (609) 345-7571 Fax (609) 345-6860
Contact Person: Mary Blackburn Phone (606) 345-7571
E-mail: events@missamerica.org Web-site: www.missamerica.org

Presentation: Miss America’'s important message represents the interest of the character
development movement in America, while standing on behalf of fellow educators to draw at-
tention to the critical role they play in the lives of the nations' youth. Also, she reaches out
to students, encouraging them to open their minds and hearts to the messages of good char-
acter. In addition, she encourages parents to value their children by valuing their children's
teacher and ask parents who can effect change in their communities to do so. Finally, she
challenges education administrators, government officials, civic leaders, business people and
other concerned individuals to transform rhetoric into action by joining together in support
of character education.

Gene A. Bedley, Chief Executive Officer

National Character Education Center

P. O. Box 80208

Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688-0208

Phone: (800) 339-3455

Web-site: www.ethicsusa.com

E-mail: ethicsusa@home.com

Presentation: The Big "R" Responsibility, Elementary Respect, Character Centered Class-
rooms, The Difficult Child, Essential Ethics for Teens, Teen Respect, and Character Lessons
for Life are seminars presented by Gene Bedley of The National Character Education Cen-
ter.

Rudy Bernardo, Character Education Consultant
Institute for the Development of Character and Community
7101 Dominican Drive

Dayton, OH
Phone (937) 836-7396 Fax (937) 836-7396
E-mail rbernardo@dayton.net Web-site www.dayton.net/~rbernardo/

Presentation: Building Character School wide: Creating A Caring Community In Your School
prepares school and interested community members for initiating a comprehensive approach
in developing successful character-based school improvement leading to increased student
achievement. It creates an environment in which positive character traits and behaviors are
modeled, internalized and actualized. In addition, it creates understanding, involvement, and
support among parents, community leaders, businesses, churches, media, and higher educa-
tion for school improvement through character education.
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Rob Bocchino, Founder

Heart of Change Associates

3495 Melvin Dr. N

Baldwinsville, NY 13027

Phone (315) 638-8876 Fax (315) 638-8876

E-mail ROB@HEARTOFCHANGE.COM  Web-site www.heartofchange.com

Presentation: Introduction to Emotional Literacy. In his new book, Rob Bocchino describes
tools and skills that add up to a different way of being smart. This workshop will explore
what Emotional Literacy is and how we can help students and adults develop the skills of
Emotional Literacy. The workshop will explore the teachable strategies for understanding
and managing emotions. Specifically, participants will be able to: define the constellation of
skills that comprise Emotional Literacy: explain ways that Emotional Literacy supports Char-
acter Education; and apply and teach strategies for managing emotions. This is a highly in-
teractive workshop with consistent participant's involvement, using printed workshop materi-
als and hands-on activities.

Karen Bohlin, Director

Center for the Advancement of Ethics and Character (CAEC)
Boston University, School of Education

621 Commonwealth Avenue

Boston, MA 02215

Phone (617) 353-3262 Fax (617) 353-4351
Contact Person: Megan Black Phone (617) 353-3262
E-mail: kbohlin@bu.edu Web-site: http://www.bu.edu/education/caec/

Presentation: Can we teach students to internalize virtue? Can we engage their hearts as
well as their minds without compromising academic instruction? If you are beginning a char-
acter education initiative or have already begun one but wonder how to keep your efforts re-
flective and dynamic, this session offers a framework for in-house assessment and planning.
The Internalizing Virtue Framework outlines four essential components to keeping character
education meaningful to students, integral to the curriculum and a vital part of school life.

B. David Brooks, Ph.D., Consultant

2433 Thomas Drive, PMB 106

Panama City Beach, FL 32408

Phone (877) 214-7974

Web-site: www.bdavidbrooks.com

E-mail bdavidbrooks@aol.com

Presentation: This workshop will take the participants through the necessary steps to infuse
systematic character education in the school and the classroom. Strategies based on lan-
guage, and multicultural literature will be highlighted. The three P's for effective implemen-
tation of systematic character education will be explored. The three P's are principles, proc-
ess and practice.
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Deb Austin Brown, Character Educator, Elementary Teacher, Author and Trainer
Proverbial Ink

9 River Park Circle

St. Albans, WV 25177

Phone (304) 727-7899 Fax (304) 727-7899

E-mail debaustinbrown@mindspring.com

Presentation: The Character Message: A Call To Excellence. There is excitement, magic,
power, and promise in teaching for character! This workshop speaks to the heart as well as
the mind. It will have you laughing at one moment and in serious contemplation the nexft.
Deb will take you into her classroom for a look at how the character message is woven into
the everyday life of a school. You will come away with tried-and-true classroom ideas and
strategies that you can use with the students in your lifel You will hear the success stories
of students who've applied the character lessons to their own lives to achieve personal and
academic excellence. These kid-stories will pull at your heartstrings, inspire and motivate
you...and move you to action!

Dr. Willard R. Daggett, President

Dr. Martin J. Marrazzo, Senior consultant

International Center for Leadership in Education, Inc.

1587 Route 146

Rexford, NY 12148

Phone (518) 399-2776 Fax (518) 399-7607

E-mail: Info@daggett.com

Presentation: An onsite program that can be tailored to meet the needs of your school or
district. Programs can vary from a one-hour presentation to a full day, experiential work-
shop. Some topics that may be presented include: Addressing the Issue of Character, Six
Steps to an Effective Character Education Program and How to Implement a Comprehensive
Character-Centered Teaching Program.

Dr. Matthew Davidson, Research Associate

University of Notre Dame

Mendelson Center for Sport, Character and Culture

1021 North Niles Avenue

South Bend, IN 46617

Phone 219-233-6559 Fax 219-631-8411

Web-site www.nd.edu/~cscc

E-mail davidson.28@nd.edu

Presentation: Dr. Davidson speaks to teachers, parents, and community groups on the case
for character education and the comprehensive approach to character education. He has
presented at national conferences on character education planning and evaluation and has
assisted schools in data gathering analysis. Dr. Davidson is available for keynote addresses,
staff development workshops and seminars, school and community consultation on the topics
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Steve Dixon, Character Educator, Elementary Principal and Author
Character Development Group

P.O. Box 9211

Chapel Hill, NC 27515-9211

Contact Person: Dixon Smith Phone (919) 967-2110

Phone (919) 967-2110 Fax (919) 967-2139

E-mail: respect96@aol.com Web-site: http://CharacterEducation.com

Presentations: Character Development Group is proud to offer some of the most knowledge-
able, experienced and entertaining speakers in character education. All of our presenters
are experienced educators who have authored books on character education and will pro-
vided insight and a wealth of techniques to assist your school or organization creating a cli-
mate of character.

Anne C. Dotson, Author, Teacher, Chair/Character-Ethics

Character Press

5945 Fieldstone Circle

North Ridgeville, OH 44039

Phone (440) 327-1463fAX (440) 327-1463

E-mail: adotson@apk.net Web-site:www.teachingcharacter.com

Presentation: Is adaptable to needs of school/district. These presentations can include the
following: establishing character programming; training students to become future leaders;
presentation involving the parents; or adapting the character program to New Jersey stan-
dards.

Dr. Maurice Elias, Vice-Chair CASEL Leadership Team

Rutgers University

Department of Physchology, Livingston Campus

53 Avenue E

Piscataway, NJ 08854-8040

Phone (732) 445-2444 FAX (732) 445-0036

E-mail: melias@rci.rutgers.edu

Web-site: www.EQParenting.com or www.CASEL.org

Presentation: Emotional Intelligence/EQ/Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) refer to the skills
that underlie and support the development and enactment of sound character. Working with
the Character Education Partnership and the Collaborative to Advance Social and Emotional
Learning (CASEL), and through his books, Emotionally Intelligent Parenting and Raising Emo-
tionally Intelligent Teenagers, Dr. Elias has worked with schools, parent groups, home-school
associations and school districts to plan and implement empirically valid, theoretically sound,
practical and enduring Character Education, EQ, SEL, Social Decision Making and Social

Page 111



Dr. Shirley P. Fisher, Associate Professor and Consultant

79 Bordentown-Crosswick Road, Crosswicks, Nj 08515

Phone (609) 298-5456

E-mail: fisher@tcnj.edu

Presentation: Character Education for the New Millennium. This presentation will
demonstrate how to develop, implement, and evaluate a program that utilizes an
interdisciplinary approach. Some of the areas included in the program are conflict
resolution, character education, mentoring programs, and service learning. Handouts will be
provided and the participants will be involved in hands-on character education activities.

Dr. Henry Huffman

California University of Pennsylvania

Character Education Institute

250 University Avenue, Box 75

California, PA 15419-1394

Phone (724) 938-4500 Fax (724) 938-4156

E-mail huffman@cup.edu

Presentation: Presentations range from 45-60 minutes; overviews and workshops range
from 3-12 hours sharing a common theme: Character Education is a way of life, not a
program. School districts and communities undertaking character education initiatives
should develop comprehensive plans that seek to infuse core values into all aspects of the
school or community's life.

Ann C. Humphries, SC Year of the Child Hero and producer of award-winning Proud To Be
Polite video series presents to faculty in-service on three highly requested and rated
programs: 1) 28 Ways to Create a Culture of Service and Courtesy in Your School, 2) 28
Ways to Teach Character, Respect, and Manners, and 3) What Rudeness Costs You and
Your School and How to Correct it. These presentations have been keynote and breakout
sessions at state and national character conferences

Sally Keener

Character Education Consultant, Teacher, Administrator, Author

P.O. Box 221, 4711 Hope Valley Rd. Durham, NC 27707

Phone: (toll-free) 866-815-2729 Fax: (972) 733-7232

E-mail: sally@kkconsult.com Web-site: www.kkconsult.com

Presentation: On-site workshops for administrators or faculties, individual schools or
entire school districts, to facilitate action planning for the enrichment, expansion and goal-
based assessment of character education initiatives. Emphasis is on investigating "what
have we done and where do we want to go from here with our character education
programs?" Workshop provides tools to assess and build character education program
frameworks that align with school (district) issues and goals. Hands-on activities provide
immediate strategies and action plans that integrate character development into the fabric
of school life, course content and academic objectives.
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Dr. Thomas F. Kelly, Assistant Professor

Sacred Heart University

5151 Park Avenue

Fairfield, CT 06432

Phone (631) 821-0588 Fax (631) 821-6691

E-mail tkelly7662@aol.com Web-site www.drtomkelly.com

Presentation: Dr. Kelly's presentation focuses on his newest book Character Education:

Natural Law, Human Happiness & Success. Based on the work of Aristotle, William Glasser
and Steven Covey, the book and presentation includes a needs assessment instrument to plan
and guide implementation.

Dr. Howard Kirschenbaum, Frontier Professor of School,

Family and Community Relations

Warner Graduate School of Education and Human Development

University of Rochester

Dewey Hall 1-314, Rochester, NY 14627

Phone (716) 275-5077 Fax (716) 473-7598

E-mail: kirs@troi.cc.rochester.edu

Presentation: International consultant and author of numerous books on character educa-
tion, Kirschenbaum presents inspiring keynotes and workshops on: values and character edu-
cation; modeling character and social responsibility, integrating character education in the
curriculum; the administrator’'s role in character education; comprehensive character-based
sex education, and parents and schools working together for students' character develop-
ment.

Dr. Helen LeGette, Education Consultant

P. O. Box 1764

Burlington, NC 27216-1764

Phone (910) 570-6060

E-mail hlegette@netpath.net

Presentation: Keynote Address on Character Education may be tailored to fit the needs of
the group which may include topics on the why or how of character education, emphasis on
motivation and inspiration to undertake the challenge of helping children and youth develop
good character. Also offered are three workshops ranging from 1 3 hours to 3 hours focus-
ing on the following: Making a Difference: Teachers, Kids, and Character; Parenting for
Character; and Nerds, Geeks, Bullies, and Cliques.
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Dr. Thomas Likona, Director

Center for the 4™ and 5™ Rs

SUNY Cortland, Education Department, P. O. Box 2000

Cortland, NY 13045

Phone (607) 753-2455 Fax (607) 753-5980

E-mail c4n5rs@cortland.edu Web-site: www.cortland.edu/www/c4nbrs
Presentation: This presentation shows how to implement the Eleven Principles of Effective
Character Education developed by the National Character Education Partnership. Lead au-
thor of the E/even Principles, Dr. Lickona uses school success stories from around the nation
to illustrate the application of these principals at the elementary, middle school, and high
school levels.

Dr. Anthony Scannella, Director of Professional Development

Foundation for Educational Administration—12 Center Drive

Monroe Twp., NJ 08831

Phone (609) 860-1200 Fax (609) 860-6677

E-mail: DrTonyScan@njpsa.org  Web-site: www.njpsa.org

Presentation: CLICK (Comprehensive Learning & Interventions for Correcting Kids) a power-
ful school discipline program that effectively deals with most student problems. CLICK
"blockbuster system” reduced noticeable and quick changes in student behavior through per-
sonality profiling, reframing and a unique strategy for changing students’ limiting beliefs.

Dr. Eric Schaps, President
Developmental Studies Center
2000 Emboreadero, Suite 305
Oakland, CA 94606-5300

Phone (510) 533-0213 Fax (510) 464-3670
Contact Person: A. J. Craft Phone (510) 533-0213 ext. 265
E-mail: Eric_Schaps@devstu.org Web-site: www.devstu.org

Presentation: Presentations on character education theory, programming and/or research,

especially those functioning on building students’ "sense of community” in classrooms and
schools as a fundamental approach to effective character development.

Dr. Myrna B. Shure, Professor

MCP Hahnemann University—245 N. 15th Street, MS 626

Philadelphia, PA 19102

Phone (215) 762-7205 FAX (215) 762-8625

E-mail: mshure@drexel.edu Web-site: www.researchpress.com or www.thinkingchild.com
Presentation: The presentation will demonstrate a research-based classroom intervention
that teaches young children how to think in ways that help them resolve everyday interper-
sonal problems-skills that prevent and reduce early high-risk behaviors that manifest itself
later among our nation's youth. How parents can become involved will also be discussed.
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Russell Simon, Principal

Middle Township Elementary #2 School
101 West Pacifica Avenue

Cape May Court House, NJ 08210

Phone 609-465-1827, ext. 300

Email: rsimon@middle.capemayschools.com

"Being T.R.R.F.C.C. is Elementary” this motivational presentation is based upon "The 6 Pillars of
Character Education” - Trustworthiness, Respect, Responsibility, Fairness, Caring and Citizen-
ship. It is stepped in Stephen Covey's "7 Habits of Highly Effective People” and presents a
school wide initiative, coupled with easy to implement whole school activities, that focus on
the development or enrichment of a sound character education program. Topics covered in the
presentation include; getting started, connecting to the school's mission, integrating ¢ charac-
ter education in the academic curriculum, gaining parent and community support, student in-
volvement, developing and assessment tool, gathering qualitative and quantitative program
data, effective and creative funding, and the use of financial, human and other resources.
Presentations can be designed for staff in-services, student assemblies, and parent meetings.

Hal Urban

790 Barbour Drive

Redwood City, CA 94062-3014

Phone (650) 366-2882 Fax (650) 366-9882

E-mail: halurban@halurban.com Web-site www.halurban.com/

Presentation: Presentations are directed to teachers, students and parents. Teacher presen-
tations range from one hour to all day workshops. All presentations deal with character edu-
cation-bringing out the best in kids.

Dr. Philip Fitch Vincent, Character Educator, Director and Author

Character Development Group

P. O. Box 9211, Chapel Hill, NC 27515-9211

Phone (919) 967-2110 Fax (919) 967-2139

E-mail: respect96@aol.com Web-site: www.CharacterEducation.com

Presentation: Dr. Vincent is a nationally recognized author, presenter and facilitator in char-
acter education. A dynamic presenter with over 500 workshops and 20 books to his name, he
will teach your group how to “know, love, and do the good.” Imagine..character education using
teaching methods already in place in your schools, WITHOUT add-on programs.

quantitative measures.
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David B. Wangaard, Director

The School for Ethical Education

440 Wheelers Farms Road, Milford, CT 06460,

Phone (203) 783-4438 Fax (203) 783-4461

E-mail dwangaard@ethicsed.org Web-site www.ethicsed.org

Presentation: The School for Ethical Education (SEE) teaches strategies to put ethics in ac-
tion. They encourage learning experiences that foster positive character and advance respon-
sible and caring communities. Program topics include: Building Ethical Communities through
Service-Learning; Laws of Life Essay contest; Educating for Character with strategies fo
teach to the Head, Heart and Hand; Administering classroom meetings that promote charac-
ter and student resiliency; Developing procedures and rules for moral discipline polices; Inte-
grating character topics into academics or youth curricula; Promoting skills for ethical deci-
sion-making; Applying character principles to conflict resolution; Implementing a strategic plan
for comprehensive character education; and Planning assessment of character programs with
qualitative and quantitative measures.

Chip Wood, Executive Director

Northeast Foundation for Children

71 Montague City Road

Greenfield, MA 01301

Phone (413) 772-2066 or (800) 360-6332

Fax (413) 774-1129

Contact Person: Bev Snow

Phone: (413) 772-2066 ext. 161

E-mail: infor@responsiveclassroom.org

Web-site: www.responsiveclasssroom.org

Presentation: The Responsive Classroom™ approach to Professional Development and
Character Education. Character develops in children over time. Like academic achievement,
social fluency is an educational process that cannot be rushed or hurried without consequence.
This presentation will focus on (1) finding the time for character education, (2) understanding
the progression in the development of character. Strategies that have been effective in
reducing problem behaviors and increasing social and academic performance in grades K-8 will
be highlighted. Chip Wood has been a teacher of children for over thirty years.
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